
ORDER OF SERVICE
April 9, 2020 - Good Friday

INTRODUCTION
Good morning everyone.  This is Fr. Dean Mercer.  I welcome you as, for a moment together, the
parish of St. Paul’s gathers in prayer - on Good Friday.   Separated physically, we join in spirit,
having followed our Lord to the cross.  

The reflection will be given by The Rev’d Ajit John. 

So let us hear Holy Scripture, reflect and pray together, and open our hearts to the Living Word,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR GOOD FRIDAY
Almighty God, look graciously, we pray, on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death
upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.

LESSONS
Psalm 22:1–11 (NRSV)
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the
words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he
delights!” 
9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.

From the prophet Isaiah, chapter 53:
Isaiah 53:1–9 (NRSV)
1 Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form
or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and
as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 



6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was
cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

And from the Gospel of John, chapter 19:
John 19:17–42 (NRSV)
[17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which
in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them. 
19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews.” 
20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 
21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but,
‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts,
one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece
from the top. 
24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This
was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my
clothing they cast lots.” 
25 And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her
into his own home. 
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), “I am thirsty.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of
hyssop and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit. ]

REFLECTION - The Rev’d Ajit John

THE SOLEMN INTERCESSION
The Solemn Intercession



Dear people of God, our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world,
but that the world through him might be saved, that all who believe in him might be delivered
from the power of sin and death and become heirs with him of eternal life.

Let us pray for the one holy catholic and apostolic Church of Christ throughout the world: for its
unity in witness and service, for all bishops and other ministers and the people whom they serve,
for Andrew our bishop, and all the people of this diocese, for all Christians in this community,
for those about to be baptized, that the Lord will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love,
and preserve it in peace.  SILENCE

Almighty and everlasting God, by your Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed
and sanctified. Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members
of your holy Church, that in our vocation and ministry we may truly and devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  AMEN.

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them: for
Elizabeth our Queen and all the Royal Family, for Justin the Prime Minister and for the
government of this country, for Douglas the premier of this province and the members of the
legislature, for John the mayor of this municipality and those who serve with him on the city
council, for all who serve the common good, that by God’s help they may seek justice and truth,
and live in peace and concord.  SILENCE

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that justice and peace may increase,
until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind: for the hungry and homeless,
the destitute and the oppressed, and all who suffer persecution or prejudice, for the sick, the
wounded, and the handicapped, for those in loneliness, fear, and anguish, for those who face
temptation, doubt, and despair, for the sorrowful and bereaved, for prisoners and captives and
those in mortal danger, that God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the
knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 
SILENCE

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer, hear the cry of those
in misery and need. In their afflictions show them your mercy, and give us, we pray, the strength
to serve them, for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Let us pray for all who have not received the gospel of Christ: for all who have not heard the
words of salvation, for all who have lost their faith, for all whose sin has made them indifferent
to Christ, for all who actively oppose Christ by word or deed, for all who are enemies of the cross
of Christ, and persecutors of his disciples, for all who in the name of Christ have persecuted
others, that God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience.
SILENCE



Merciful God, creator of the peoples of the earth and lover of souls, have compassion on all who
do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ. Let your gospel be preached with
grace and power to those who have not heard it, turn the hearts of those who resist it, and bring
home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd,
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that with all who have
departed this life and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God
alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive
the crown of life in the day of resurrection. SILENCE

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery. By the effectual working of your providence, carry out in
tranquillity the plan of salvation. 

Let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and
things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

HYMN

CREDITS
The service was drawn from The Book of Alternative Services, Canada, Anglican Book Centre,
1985.

The hymn, “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”, was performed by the Harvard University
Choir, from the album Glorious the Song, 2012.  Used by permission.

Image:  Passion Of Jesus Christ - Hammer and Bloody Nails And Crown Of Thorns On Arid
Ground, by Romolo Tavani.  Used by permission from Shutterstock.

"Calm Synthesizer, B.wav" by InspectorJ (www.jshaw.co.uk) of Freesound.org



ANNOUNCEMENTS
EASTER SUNDAY
Easter Sunday - 10.30 a.m. - Fr. Dean Mercer  (www.stpl.ca/services.html)
Tamil Service - 10.30 am - Easter Sunday service.  If you'd like to participate, please contact Fr.
Milton directly:  solomon.milton@ymail.com

The Chinese congregation have had a number of studies and prayer meetings by remoted.  If you
are interested, please contact Pastor Andrew directly:  shenxunhong@gmail.com

Evening Prayer via Zoom
Evening Prayer is being said on Sunday evenings, and can be accessed free of charge using a
regular phone, a mobile phone, or internet, via Zoom.
Here's the Zoom computer link and the phone numbers and Meeting ID:
*Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
*Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588. 
Meeting ID: 729 301 821; Password: 010558
NOTE: Those who join by phone must now enter both the Meeting ID and Password.

Morning Prayer
The regular schedule of Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer has resumed,
Monday to Friday at 7.30 a.m..  All are welcome and may participate by phone, mobile or
internet.  It's short and simple, but a proven path and one of the gems in the Anglican tradition. 
We follow the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 6.  If you want to look ahead, the
lessons from the Old and New Testaments, as well as the Psalm, are taken from The Daily Office
Lectionary and can be found here:  https://lectionary.anglican.ca/.

NOTE:  The link and the meeting ID for Morning Prayer listed below are now always the same
every day.

Here's the Zoom 1) computer link and the 2) phone numbers and Meeting ID:
1)  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088
2) Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588.  Meeting ID: 397 231 088

Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom
The Friday night Bible studies on Matthew carries on - including Good Friday.  If you'd like to
join online or by regular phone or mobile, even if you haven't done so previously, you are most
welcome.  This week's lesson is taken from Matthew 23:1-39.  It is Lesson 20 in the study guide,
"Matthew for Everyone" by Tom Wright.

Here's the Zoom computer link and the phone numbers and Meeting ID:
1) https://us04web.zoom.us/j/830877703
2) Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588.  Meeting ID: 830 877 703
NOTE: The computer link, the phone numbers, and the Meeting ID are the same every week.

http://www.stpl.ca/services.html
mailto:solomon.milton@ymail.com
mailto:shenxunhong@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
https://lectionary.anglican.ca
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/830877703


Have you moved? If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address,
phone number and e-mail address. We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events.
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been.  Church Envelopes can be sent
through the mail.  Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact
the office).  Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps, here: 
https://stpl.ca/give.html
One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

Staying in Touch
*The clergy of St. Paul's are all in the vicinity. If any one of us can be of service, don't hesitate to
call or write.
Church website:  www.stpl.ca
Church phone: 416-499-1545
Church email: stpl@stpl.ca
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352

God bless you.

Fr. Dean Mercer+
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