
ORDER OF SERVICE
April 26, 2020 - Easter 3

INTRODUCTION
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

The Lord is Risen.  He is Risen indeed.
Good morning this is Fr. Dean Mercer and I welcome you as the parish of St. Paul’s gathers on
the Third Sunday of Easter.  Separated physically, we join in spirit, sharing in the joy of the
resurrection.

Reading the lessons is Matthew Waterman.

And the song today is “Be Ye Glad,” performed by Buddy Greene on vocals and guitar, Jeff
Taylor on keyboard, and Dave Dillard playing the mandolin.  Buddy Greene and Jeff Taylor are
from Nashville, Tennessee, and he and Jeff Taylor were the guest musicians for our 2018 Parish
Mission.

So let us hear Holy Scripture, reflect and pray together, and open our hearts to the Living Word,
Jesus Christ our risen Saviour and Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
O God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread.  Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who is alive and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  AMEN.

LESSONS
Reader: From Psalm 116, verses 1-3, and 10-17
I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, because he has inclined his
ear to me whenever I called upon him.

The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; I came to grief and
sorrow.

Then I called upon the name of the Lord: "O Lord, I pray you, save my life."

How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things he has done for me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his servants.

O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me



from my bonds.

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.

In the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

A reading from First Peter 1 Peter 1:17–23 (NRSV)
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live
in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not
with perishable things like silver or gold, 
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 
20 He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages
for your sake. 
21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 
23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and
enduring word of God.

From the Gospel of Luke, chapter 24 Luke 24:13–35 (NRSV)
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, 
14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad. 
18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. 
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the
third day since these things took place. 
22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.” 



25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! 
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” 
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures. 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. 
29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on
the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 
34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in
the breaking of the bread.

REFLECTION - Fr. Dean Mercer

EASTER LITANY
In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying,
“Hear us, Lord of glory!”

That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy and life-giving resurrection, let us pray
to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the Easter gospel, let us pray to
the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love, let us pray to the
Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter,
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That by his power wars and famine may cease through all the
earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!



That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the
weak, and the dying, that they may be comforted and
strengthened, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,
that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and all whom you have made. We bless
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



CREDITS

“Be Ye Glad”, composed by Michael Kelly Blanchard.   Guitar and vocals - Buddy Greene. 
Keyboard - Jeff Taylor.  Mandolin - Dave Dillard.  Used by permission.

Musical interlude - “Adventure.”  Bensound.com

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright 1989, 1993, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved."

The Book of Alternative Services, Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican
Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing,
Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from
Anglican Liturgical Library.

Photo, “A helping hand with piece of bread,” by Shaiith, on Shutterstock.

Photo by Jude Beck on Unsplash



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Prayers
The parish of St. Paul's is called to prayer this morning at 10.30 a.m.. A short video and handout
are available for those who wish to follow along: www.stpl.ca/services.html

Sunday School every Sunday morning at 10 am
Information about how to connect is available on the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Evening Prayer on Sundays via Zoom
Evening Prayer is said every Sunday at 6 pm. Information about how to connect is available on
the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Easter Food Drive
Usually this time of the year, St. Paul’s sponsors a three or four week Easter drive in support of
the Agincourt Community Services Food Bank.  Thanks to Councillor Jim Karygiannis for
highlighting their service, St. Paul’s is eager to support ACSA and the needs of the food bank. 
As always, a monetary gift is the most practical and serves the exact needs of the food bank.  And
like everyone else, gifts can be given online:  www.namf.ca/donate-now.html

S.P.Y. - St. Paul’s Youth - Friday Nights, 7 p.m.
Friday fellowships carry on. Information about how to connect is available on the Church
Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html 

Parenting Worship - last night - Saturday, April 25
As part of our annual Parenting Series, a Zoom Meeting was hosted by our Youth Coordinator
Sarah Mair last evening with Racquel Brown from Empower and Equip.  Her topic was Five
Commitments that will Change the way You Parent.  Thank you, Racquel.  Thank you, Sarah.

Morning Prayer
The regular schedule of Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer meets
Monday to Friday at 7.30 a.m..  All are welcome and may participate by phone or internet. It's
short, simple and quiet, but a proven path and one of the gems in the Anglican tradition. We
follow the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 6. If you want to look ahead, the lessons
from the Old and New Testaments, as well as the Psalm, are taken from The Daily Office
Lectionary and can be found here: https://lectionary.anglican.ca/. 

Here’s the link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088

Here are the phone numbers and ID:  647-374 4685, or 647-558 0588; Meeting ID: 397 231 088

And as a matter of historical record, in my time at St. Paul’s last week registered the largest
attendance at a weekday service of Morning Prayer - although I believe, praying by zoom at St.
Paul’s is historically unprecedented.  (One way or the other, we set a record.)  So if you can stand
the crowd in the cloud, we invite you to join us for prayer at Morning Prayer.

http://www.stpl.ca/services.html
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
http://www.namf.ca/donate-now.html
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088


Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom
The Friday night Bible studies on Matthew carries on. If you'd like to join online or by regular
phone or mobile, even if you haven't done so previously, you are most welcome. This week's
lesson is taken from Matthew 26:1-56.  It is Lesson 23 in the study guide, "Matthew for
Everyone" by Tom Wright. Information about how to connect is available on the Church
Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html
Extension of Emergency Measures
On Tuesday, the Government of Ontario extended the Emergency Measures until May 12:
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-extends-declaration-of-emergency-to-continue-th
e-fight-against-covid-19.html

Church Calendar
With the extension, we have updated the online Church Calendar to list all the events that are
available online - www.stpl.ca/events.html.  It includes:
*Sunday School every Sunday at 10 am, led by Leila and the teachers, with Rob and U3ia.
*Regular Bible studies and prayer meetings in Chinese organized by Pastor Andrew and Kevin
Zhang.  To participate, contact Pastor Andrew:  shenxunhong@gmail.com 
*The regular Friday Night Small Group and Bible Study.
*Morning Prayer, Monday to Friday.

The regular events are being listed on the online church Calendar, including the information
about how to phone in or connect by internet.

FURTHER UPDATE - Letter to the Congregation - April 9, 2020
Last Thursday (April 9), a letter to the parish was sent regarding our financial standing in the
midst of the Corvid-19 pandemic. The next day, we received letters from our Member of
Parliament, Jean Yip, and from Rob Saffrey, Executive Director of the Diocese of Toronto,
indicating that St. Paul’s is probably eligible for the Corvid-19 staff subsidies offered by the
Federal Government.  And on Tuesday (April 20), the Diocese announced that it will apply on
behalf of all its parishes for the government subsidy.

This is generous support from the Diocese and from the Federal Government for charities like St.
Paul’s.  If successful, it will make it possible for us to pay the staff in full for the time covered.

It is important to note that the situation is in a state of constant flux right now, one of the great
unknowns being what we will face when and as the emergency measures are lifted. But these
offers of support are a big help, and the support of the parish remains strong.

Coronavirus Updates from the Diocese
The Bishop of Toronto, in consultation with the provincial college of Bishops, has chosen to
suspend all public worship and other gatherings in the Diocese until further notice -
www.toronto.anglican.ca. The Diocesan website provides regular updates.

Diocesan Jubilee
In light of the Covid-19 outbreak, and the large financial strain on the parishes, Bishop Andrew

http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-extends-declaration-of-emergency-to-continue-the-fight-against-covid-19.html
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Asbil has announced a Jubilee:

“As a family, and in response to this time of great crisis, I can announce that the Diocese of
Toronto is proclaiming a Jubilee – a time of generosity and forgiveness. For the months of April
and May 2020, parishes will not be required to pay their allotment to the Diocese or to pay the
costs of clergy remuneration (stipend, housing and associated benefits). It is my hope that this
measure will alleviate the financial pressure that many of our parishes are under, freeing them up
to carry out their ministry and to prepare for the day when their doors will open again."

Tax Receipts - have now been mailed.

Alpha Online
Alpha Online will be offered by St. Paul’s. Watch for details.

Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers
If you are willing to be your brother’s or sister’s keeper by being in regular contact with one or
two other persons from the parish, please contact the office or any of the clergy for more
information.

Have you moved?
 If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address, phone number and
e-mail address. We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events. 
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been. Church Envelopes can be sent by
mail. Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact the office).
Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps here: www.stpl.ca/give.html

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

Staying in Touch
The clergy of St. Paul's are all in the vicinity. If any one of us can be of service, don't hesitate to
call or write.
Church website: www.stpl.ca 
Church phone: 416-499-1545
Church email: stpl@stpl.ca 
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com 
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352
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