
ORDER OF SERVICE
April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday

INTRODUCTION
Good morning everyone.  This is Fr. Dean Mercer and I welcome you as, for a moment together,
the parish of St. Paul’s gathers in prayer.   Separated physically, we join in spirit on Palm
Sunday, accompanying our Lord on his journey into Jerusalem and through the events of Holy
Week.  The reflection will be given by The Rev’d Dr. Annette Brownlee.  So let us hear Holy
Scripture, reflect and pray together, opening our hearts to the Living Word, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR PALM SUNDAY
Almighty and everliving God, in tender love for all our human race you sent your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross.  May we follow
the example of his great humility, and share in the glory of his resurrection; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

PSALM 118 PSALM 118:1-2, 19-29
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever."
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
"This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter."
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! Lord, send us now success.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; we bless you from the house of the Lord.
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; form a procession with branches up to the horns of the
altar.
"You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you."
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.

LESSON
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 21, beginning at the 1st verse:
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them
immediately.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 



7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

REFLECTION - The Rev’d Dr. Annette Brownlee

PRAYERS
Leader: With confidence and trust let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout the world, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the
earth, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and sponsors, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all in
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

During this unprecedented time of the Coronavirus global pandemic with its fear, uncertainty
and economic impact, we pray for all who have been infected and affected; for all frontline
medical workers, researchers, and government leaders who are seeking a way forward for our
city, our province and our country, we pray to you Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

A COLLECT FOR THOSE IN ANXIETY
Almighty God, look upon those whose hearts fail them for fear, whose path is dark from
overshadowing threats or strewn with obstacles, whose footsteps have well nigh slipped.
Deliver them, O God, from every apprehension which is groundless; teach them to trust
in the mercies thou bestowest through the changing course of things; let them not feed
anxiety or terror with their life-blood, but let them walk in quiet confidence and fortitude,
leaning on the staff of thine assistance; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
(The Pastor’s Prayerbook, New York: Oxford University Press, 1960)



FOR THOSE IN HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS.
PROTECT and prosper, O Lord, all those who labour at tasks of danger and difficulty,
especially those on the forefront of the Corvid-19 outbreak, that they may be preserved in
safety and health; and grant that, knowing the dangers which beset them, they may ever
take thought one for another, and be sustained by a sure trust in thee; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.
(The Book of Common Prayer, Canada)

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
In unison:
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and all whom you have made. We bless
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Coronavirus Updates - The Bishop of Toronto, in consultation with the provincial college of
Bishops, has chosen to suspend all public worship and other gatherings in the Diocese until
further notice - www.toronto.anglican.ca.  The Diocesan website provides regular updates.

Diocesan Jubilee - In light of the Covid-19 outbreak, and the large financial strain on the
parishes, Bishop Andrew Asbil has announced a Jubilee:

“As a family, and in response to this time of great crisis, I can announce that the Diocese
of Toronto is proclaiming a Jubilee – a time of generosity and forgiveness. For the
months of April and May 2020, parishes will not be required to pay their allotment to the
Diocese or to pay the costs of clergy remuneration (stipend, housing and associated
benefits). It is my hope that this measure will alleviate the financial pressure that many of
our parishes are under, freeing them up to carry out their ministry and to prepare for the
day when their doors will open again.”

Evening Prayer via Zoom
Evening Prayer will be said this evening at 6 pm - Sunday, April 5, 2020 - and can be accessed
free of charge using a regular phone, a mobile phone, or internet, via Zoom.
Here's the Zoom computer link and the phone numbers and Meeting ID:
*Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
*Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588.  
Meeting ID: 729 301 821; Password: 010558
NOTE: Those who join by phone must now enter both the Meeting ID and Password.
*One tap mobile
+17789072071, 729301821# Canada
+14388097799, 729301821# Canada

Holy Week
Our Holy Week schedule is greatly modified this year, but we may also experience its truths
more deeply.
Three simple gatherings by remote are planned (www.stpl.ca/services.html):
Palm Sunday - 10.30 a.m. - The Rev'd Dr. Annette Brownlee
Good Friday - 10.30 a.m. - Fr. Ajit John
Easter Sunday - 10.30 a.m. - Fr. Dean Mercer
The link to each service will be available on the website.

*Here is the online Tamil schedule for today and the coming week:
April 5th Palm Sunday Service at 10.30am.
Monday - Wednesday at 7.30pm. Holy Week prayer devotion reflections.
April 9th Thursday at 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service
April 10th Good Friday service - 10.30 am - 12.30 noon - 7 words devotion
April 12th at 10.30 Easter Sunday service

If you'd like to participate, please contact Fr. Milton directly:  solomon.milton@ymail.com

http://www.toronto.anglican.ca.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
http://www.stpl.ca/services.html
mailto:solomon.milton@ymail.com


Sunday School every Sunday morning at 10 am
*Young kids (4-8 years), with Leila Knetsch
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/265077934?pwd=WXlEWkZwajlUdkxndXhHUHU3blBaQT09
Meeting ID: 265 077 934
Password: 948609

* 9-12 year olds with Vanessa and Dawn:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5742217398?pwd=ODV6bnMwcWRtYkVMNThHT1V5alA0dz09

Morning Prayer
The regular schedule of Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer has resumed
and a lovely group showed up this morning.  We meet Monday to Friday at 7.30 a.m. (for now,
Monday has been added).  All are welcome and may participate by phone, mobile or internet.  It's
short and simple, but a proven path and one of the gems in the Anglican tradition.  We follow the
Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 6.  If you want to look ahead, the lessons from the
Old and New Testaments, as well as the Psalm, are taken from The Daily Office Lectionary and
can be found here:  https://lectionary.anglican.ca/.

NOTE:  The link and the meeting ID for Morning Prayer listed below are now always the same
every day.

Here's the Zoom 1) computer link and the 2) phone numbers and Meeting ID:
1)  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088
2) Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588.  Meeting ID: 397 231 088

Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom
The Friday night Bible studies on Matthew carries on.  If you'd like to join online or by regular
phone or mobile, even if you haven't done so previously, you are most welcome.  This week's
lesson is taken from Matthew 23:1-39.  It is Lesson 20 in the study guide, "Matthew for
Everyone" by Tom Wright.

Here's the Zoom computer link and the phone numbers and Meeting ID:
1) https://us04web.zoom.us/j/830877703
2) Phone numbers: (647) 374 4685, or (647) 558 0588.  Meeting ID: 830 877 703
NOTE: The computer link, the phone numbers, and the Meeting ID are the same every week.

Tax Receipts - have now been mailed.

Alpha Online
Alpha Online will be offered by St. Paul’s.  Watch for details.

Parenting Workshop
An online parenting workshop, organized by Sarah Mair and featuring Racquel Brown, was
offered last evening (April 4).

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/265077934?pwd=WXlEWkZwajlUdkxndXhHUHU3blBaQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5742217398?pwd=ODV6bnMwcWRtYkVMNThHT1V5alA0dz09
https://lectionary.anglican.ca/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088


Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers – If you are willing to be your brother’s or sister’s keeper by
being in regular contact with one or two other persons from the parish, please contact the office
or any of the clergy for more information.

Have you moved? If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address,
phone number and e-mail address. We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events.
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been.  Church Envelopes can be sent
through the mail.  Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact
the office).  Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps, here: 
https://stpl.ca/give.html 
One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

Staying in Touch
*The clergy of St. Paul's are all in the vicinity. If any one of us can be of service, don't hesitate to
call or write.
Church website:  www.stpl.ca
Church phone: 416-499-1545
Church email: stpl@stpl.ca
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352

God bless you.

Fr. Dean Mercer+

https://stpl.ca/give.html
http://www.stpl.ca
mailto:stpl@stpl.ca
mailto:deanmercer@hotmail.com

