
Since 1840

St. Paul, L’Amoreaux

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2020 - 10:30 am



ORDER OF SERVICE

INTRODUCTION
Welcome as today the parish of St. Paul’s gathers in prayer.  Separated physically, we

join in spirit to reflect and pray for these few minutes.
Earlier today, on behalf of the parish, three of us gathered for the celebration of the Holy

Eucharist on this, the 4th Sunday of Lent.  And now, for a few minutes, we reflect and pray
together, opening our hearts to the Living Word, Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
Almighty God, through the waters of baptism your Son has made us children of light. 
May we ever walk in his light and show forth your glory in the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.  Amen.

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed my
head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.

LESSON FROM JOHN
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed
in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." When
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud
on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent).
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?"
Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He
kept saying, "I am the man." But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes
opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said
to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." They
said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." Some of
the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were



divided. So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received
his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus
to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is
of age; ask him." So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner." He answered,
"I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now
I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He
answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to be-come his disciples?" Then they reviled him, saying,
"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered,
"Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing." They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?" And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when
he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He answered, "And who is
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." Jesus said to him, "You have seen him,
and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshipped him.
Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see,
and those who do see may become blind." Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and
said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind,
you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains."
AMEN.

REFLECTION

PRAYERS
Leader:  With confidence and trust let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout the world, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the
earth, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and sponsors, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all in
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

During this unprecedented time of the Coronavirus global pandemic with its fear, uncertainty
and economic impact, we pray for all who have been infected and affected; for all frontline
medical workers, researchers, and government leaders who are seeking a way forward for our
city, our province and our country, we pray to you Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
In unison:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and all whom you have made. We bless
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



Announcements

Coronavirus Update - The Bishop of Toronto, in consultation with the provincial college of
Bishops, has chosen to suspend all public worship and other gatherings in the Diocese until
further notice - www.toronto.anglican.ca.

Church Website - The church website is being refreshed.  In the meantime, a backup has been
created, and can be found here:  https://deanmercer8.wixsite.com/stpl

Tax Receipts - have now been mailed.

Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers – If you are willing to be your brother’s or sister’s keeper by
being in regular contact with one or two other persons from the parish, please contact the office
or any of the clergy for more information.

Have you moved?  If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address,
phone number and e-mail address.  We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events. 
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been.

Church Envelopes can be dropped off if someone is in the office (call ahead), or sent through the
mail or an arrangement made through the parish Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact the
office).  We hope to have an online service available by early next week.

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

http://www.toronto.anglican.ca
https://deanmercer8.wixsite.com/stpl


YOUTH
Teens meet in the youth room on

Sundays for discussion after the 9.15

service.  SPY (St. Paul’s Youth) meet

Friday evenings, usually at 6.29 pm.  A

large parish and community youth

music program meets on Saturdays at

4.15 pm.  Contact Sarah Mair at

splcyouthministry@gmail.com

CHILDREN
Welcome children!  Sunday School is

offered downstairs on Sundays,

beginning at 9.00 am.  At about 10 am,

the children rejoin us for the Holy

Eucharist.  The library is open for

parents with infants.  Contact Leila

Knetsch at leila_knetsch@yahoo.com.

Welcome to St. Paul’s

We are a multi-cultural congregation, seeking to grow in Jesus Christ and

reach out in His name.

We’re an an active parish, reaching out to families, young adults, teens,

children and new immigrants, with many events and opportunities for service

and involvement.  Notably, since 1978, we have been the host for a seniors’

residence and share an integral relationship with the award-winning St. Paul's

L'Amoreaux Centre.

And we’re a praying parish, our worship reflecting a strong emphasis on

preaching, hearty singing and a participatory and ordered liturgy.  The liturgy

is not a show, but rather leads us through the story of Jesus Christ and the

good news of God’s grace for the world.  This leaflet is intended to help you

join in, as well as tell you a little of what’s going on.

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to ask.  Take a look.  Try us out.  We’re

glad you’re here.
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