
ORDER OF SERVICE
May 3, 2020 - Easter 4

INTRODUCTION
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”  (Jn 10:10).

The Lord is Risen.  He is Risen indeed.
Good morning this is Fr. Dean Mercer and I welcome you as the parish of St. Paul’s gathers on
the Fourth Sunday of Easter.  Separated physically, we join in spirit, sharing in the joy of the
resurrection.

Reading the lessons and leading the Litany today is The Rev’d Chris Miller.

The reflection is offered by The Rev’d Dr. Annette Brownlee.

And the hymn is “Now the Green Blade Riseth,” performed by the Harvard University Chapel
Choir.

So let us hear Holy Scripture, reflect and pray together, and open our hearts to the Living Word,
Jesus Christ our risen Saviour and Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
O God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us perfect in every
good work to do your will, and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

LESSONS
READER: Psalm 23  Psalm 23:1–6 (NRSV)
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff— they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my
cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the LORD my whole life long. 

READER:  A reading from Acts, chapter 2 Acts 2:42–47 (NRSV)
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 
44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 



45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.

READER:  From the Gospel of John, chapter 10 John 10:1–10 (NRSV)
1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. 
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. 
5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice
of strangers.” 
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 
9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.

REFLECTION - The Rev’d Dr. Annette Brownlee

ANTHEM - “Now the Green Blade Riseth,” J. M. C. Crum (1872–1958); Simon Lindley (arr . ),
by the Harvard University Chapel Choir.

EASTER LITANY
In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying,
“Hear us, Lord of glory!”

That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy and life-giving resurrection, let us pray
to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the Easter gospel, let us pray to
the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!



That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love, let us pray to the
Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter,
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That by his power wars and famine may cease through all the
earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the
weak, and the dying, that they may be comforted and
strengthened, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,
that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and all whom you have made. We bless
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Prayers
The parish of St. Paul's is called to prayer this morning at 10.30 a.m..  A short video and handout
are available for those who wish to follow along: www.stpl.ca/services.html.  

A service is also conducted in Tamil.  Please contact Fr. Milton Solomon directly: 
(solomon.milton@ymail.com).  

Sunday School every Sunday morning at 10 am
Information about how to connect is available on the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Evening Prayer on Sundays via Zoom
Evening Prayer is said every Sunday at 6 pm. Information about how to connect is available on
the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Easter Food Drive
Usually this time of the year, St. Paul’s sponsors a three or four week Easter drive in support of
the Agincourt Community Services Food Bank.  Thanks to Councillor Jim Karygiannis for
highlighting their service, St. Paul’s is eager to support ACSA and the needs of the food bank. 
As always, a monetary gift is the most practical and serves the exact needs of the food bank.  And
like everyone else, gifts can be given online:  www.namf.ca/donate-now.html

S.P.Y. - St. Paul’s Youth - Friday Nights, 7 p.m.
Friday fellowships carry on. Information about how to connect is available on the Church
Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html 

Parenting Worship - last night - Saturday, April 25
As part of our annual Parenting Series, a Zoom Meeting was hosted by our Youth Coordinator
Sarah Mair last evening with Racquel Brown from Empower and Equip.  Her topic was Five
Commitments that will Change the way You Parent.  Thank you, Racquel.  Thank you, Sarah.

Morning Prayer
The regular schedule of Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer meets
Monday to Saturday at 7.30 a.m..  All are welcome and may participate by phone or internet. It's
short, simple and quiet, but a proven path and one of the gems in the Anglican tradition. We
follow the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 6. If you want to look ahead, the lessons
from the Old and New Testaments, as well as the Psalm, are taken from The Daily Office
Lectionary and can be found here: https://lectionary.anglican.ca/. 

Here’s the link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088

Here are the phone numbers and ID:  647-374 4685, or 647-558 0588; Meeting ID: 397 231 088
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Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom
The Friday night Bible studies on Matthew carries on. If you'd like to join online or by regular
phone or mobile, even if you haven't done so previously, you are most welcome. This week's
lesson is taken from Matthew 26:57-27:44.  It is Lesson 24 in the study guide, "Matthew for
Everyone" by Tom Wright. Information about how to connect is available on the Church
Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Church Calendar
We have updated the online Church Calendar to list all the events that are available online -
www.stpl.ca/events.html.  It includes:
*Sunday School every Sunday at 10 am, led by Leila and the teachers, with Rob and U3ia.
*Regular Bible studies and prayer meetings in Chinese organized by Pastor Andrew and Kevin
Zhang.  To participate, contact Pastor Andrew:  shenxunhong@gmail.com 
*The regular Friday Night Small Group and Bible Study.
*Morning Prayer, Monday to Friday.

The regular events are being listed on the online church Calendar, including the information
about how to phone in or connect by internet.

FURTHER UPDATE - Letter to the Congregation - April 9, 2020
On Thursday, April 9, a letter to the parish was sent regarding our financial standing in the midst
of the Corvid-19 pandemic. The next day, we received letters from our Member of Parliament,
Jean Yip, and from Rob Saffrey, Executive Director of the Diocese of Toronto, indicating that St.
Paul’s is probably eligible for the Corvid-19 staff subsidies offered by the Federal Government. 
And on Tuesday, April 20, the Diocese announced that it will apply on behalf of all its parishes
for the government subsidy.

This is generous support from the Diocese and from the Federal Government for charities like St.
Paul’s.  If successful, it will make it possible for us to pay the staff in full for the time covered.

It is important to note that the situation is in a state of constant flux right now, one of the great
unknowns being what we will face when and as the emergency measures are lifted. But these
offers of support are a big help, and the support of the parish remains strong.

Coronavirus Updates from the Diocese
The Bishop of Toronto, in consultation with the provincial college of Bishops, has chosen to
suspend all public worship and other gatherings in the Diocese until further notice -
www.toronto.anglican.ca. The Diocesan website provides regular updates.
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Diocesan Jubilee
In light of the Covid-19 outbreak, and the large financial strain on the parishes, Bishop Andrew
Asbil has announced a Jubilee:

“As a family, and in response to this time of great crisis, I can announce that the Diocese of
Toronto is proclaiming a Jubilee – a time of generosity and forgiveness. For the months of April
and May 2020, parishes will not be required to pay their allotment to the Diocese or to pay the
costs of clergy remuneration (stipend, housing and associated benefits). It is my hope that this
measure will alleviate the financial pressure that many of our parishes are under, freeing them up
to carry out their ministry and to prepare for the day when their doors will open again."

Tax Receipts - have now been mailed.

Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers
If you are willing to be your brother’s or sister’s keeper by being in regular contact with one or
two other persons from the parish, please contact the office or any of the clergy for more
information.

Have you moved?
 If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address, phone number and
e-mail address. We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events. 
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been. Church Envelopes can be sent by
mail. Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact the office).
Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps here: www.stpl.ca/give.html

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

Staying in Touch
The clergy of St. Paul's are all in the vicinity. If any one of us can be of service, don't hesitate to
call or write.
Church website: www.stpl.ca 
Church phone: 416-499-1545
Church email: stpl@stpl.ca 
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com 
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352
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