
 ORDER OF SERVICE
May 31, 2020 - Pentecost

INTRODUCTION
“While Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow
rivers of living water.’ ” (John 7.37-38)

The Lord is Risen.  He is risen, indeed.
Good morning everyone.  This is Fr. Dean Mercer and I welcome you as the parish of St. Paul’s
gathers to mark the Feast of Pentecost.  Separated physically, we join in spirit, sharing in the joy
of the resurrection.

Reading the lessons is the heavenly host of St. Paul’s.

Leading the litany is Aliyah Knetsch.

And the anthem is performed by David McCartney.

So let us hear Holy Scripture, reflect and pray together, and open our hearts to the Living Word,
Jesus Christ our risen Saviour and Lord.

THE COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST
Almighty and everliving God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your
Holy Spirit and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal, keep us in the
unity of your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. 
AMEN.



LESSONS

READER: From Psalm 104 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (NRSV)
read by The Rev'd Chris Miller

24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both
small and great. 
26 There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
27 These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
28 when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good
things. 
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and
return to their dust. 
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. 
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works— 
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 
35 . .. Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!

READER: From the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2. Acts 2:1–21 (NRSV)
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, 
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.” 
12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 



16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire,
and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s
great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

READERS:  Cliff Seenan, Andrew Shen, Jacqueline Abel, Fr. Milton Solomon, Scholastika
Tapambwa, Michael Reckley, Vanessa Cambridge-Smith, Timothy Simon-Rasiah, Abby
Simon-Rasiah, Christina Seenan

*****

READER:  From the Gospel of John, chapter 7 John 7:37–39 (NRSV)
37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me, 
38 and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s
heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” 
39 Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

REFLECTION - Fr. Dean Mercer

ANTHEM There is a Balm

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE led by Aliyah Knetsch
Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested upon you, may the same Spirit rest on us,
bestowing his sevenfold gifts.

Grant us the gift of understanding, by which your precepts may enlighten our minds.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Grant us counsel, by which we may follow in your footsteps on the path of righteousness.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Grant us courage, by which we may ward off the enemy's attacks.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.



Grant us knowledge, by which we can distinguish good from evil.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Grant us piety, by which we may acquire compassionate hearts.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Grant us fear, by which we may draw back from evil and submit to what is good.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Grant us wisdom, that we may taste fully the life-giving sweetness of your love.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

(Adapted from the Prayer of St. Bonaventure to the Holy Spirit)

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and all whom you have made. We bless
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Prayers
The parish of St. Paul's is called to prayer this morning at 10.30 a.m..  A short video and handout
are available for those who wish to follow along: www.stpl.ca/services.html.  

A service is also conducted in Tamil.  Please contact Fr. Milton Solomon directly: 
(solomon.milton@ymail.com).  

A Bible study and prayer meeting in Chinese is organized by Pastor Andrew and Kevin Zhang,
Saturday evenings at 8.00 pm.  To participate, contact Pastor Andrew: shenxunhong@gmail.com

Sunday School every Sunday morning at 10 am
Information about how to connect is available on the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html

Evening Prayer on Sundays via Zoom
Evening Prayer is said every Sunday at 6 pm. Information about how to connect is available on
the Church Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html
Or, directly here:
Computer link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
Telephone:  647-374-4685, OR 647-558-0588
Meeting ID: 729 301 821
Password: 010558

Dr. Tom Massiah
Dr. Tom Massiah, a longstanding and dedicated member of St. Paul's, died on Thursday, May 28,
2020.  The funeral will be on Monday, June 1, 2020, at 12:30 p.m. at Ogden Funeral Home (416-
293-5211).  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, attendance at the funeral service is by invitation. 
However, it will be live streamed.  Access is available through the website: 
www.ogdenfuneralhome.com.

May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Special Vestry
On Tuesday, June 2, at 7 pm, there will be a Special Vestry for the election of a new church
representative to fill a vacancy on the St. Paul’s Centre Board of Directors.  The original meeting
was scheduled for March 22, interrupted by the Emergency Measures.  All members of St.
Paul’s, L’Amoreaux Church are welcome to join the meeting.  There is one nominee.  This is the
only item of business at the Special Vestry Meeting.  The first public notice during Sunday
services had already been given (two are required).  For more information, and if you wish to
attend by phone, tablet or computer, contact the office for the Zoom invitation information.

A brief meeting of Parish Council will follow immediately afterward.

http://www.stpl.ca/services.html
mailto:solomon.milton@ymail.com
mailto:shenxunhong@gmail.com
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/729301821?pwd=N29KK1JtTXp0RzVvcHZBMzN0ZXpDZz09
http://www.ogdenfuneralhome.com


Easter Food Drive
Usually this time of the year, St. Paul’s sponsors an Easter drive in support of the Agincourt
Community Services Food Bank.  Thanks to Councillor Jim Karygiannis for highlighting them,
St. Paul’s is eager to support ACSA and the needs of the food bank.  As always, a monetary gift
is the most practical and serves the exact needs of the food bank.  And like everyone else, gifts
can be given online:  www.namf.ca/donate-now.html

Congratulations - Matthew Waterman
On May 11, Matthew Waterman graduated with the Master of Divinity Degree from Wycliffe
College.  The ceremony was conducted over Zoom, and included a chapel service, with a sermon
by Principal Stephen Andrews , prayers led by The Rev’d Dr. Annette Brownlee.  Later in the
evening, there was a second Zoom call for graduates from the Master of Divinity, Master of
Theological Studies, and Diploma in Christian Studies programs, during which each student was
recognized by a professor and given a chance to respond.  Matthew also received the Fourth
Bishop of Toronto Prize for Hebrew.

Volunteers - A Note from ACSA
ACSA has remained OPEN and we are helping residents receive food and essential items,
helping newcomers with making sure they are receiving services, reaching out to the homeless or
those in shelter to stay safe, helping finish off the tax forms of our clients, and more.

At this critical time, we are looking for volunteers to help with our Food Bank. We are looking
for Food Bank Packagers and Food Bank Delivery Drivers to the elderly and differently-abled.
Volunteers are the lifeblood of our community and we wanted to send a quick note to see if any
of you could spend a few hours each week to help. We are providing masks and gloves.
Yesterday, our volunteers at our Food Bank got a feature on Toronto’s CityNews:
www.toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/05/07/volunteers-helping-keep-hundreds-of-families-fed/

The Food Bank volunteer role can involve:
- Lifting and moving bags and food items up to 20lbs.
- Packaging food into bags and boxes and moving them to different rooms.
- Using your own vehicle to deliver bags/boxes up to 20lbs each to various locations around
Toronto
- Driving to the Food Bank (1911 Kennedy Road, Scarborough) to pick up the food items at the
back, without entering the building
- Using your cell phone to contact recipients of the boxes before and upon delivery
- Wearing your provided Personal Protective Equipment such as gloves, mask, hand sanitizer,
etc.

If anyone is interested and able to help with either or both of these roles, please fill out the
COVID-19 Emergency Volunteer Application Form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfz-Hgyxq5yRr5R4kdWwToYHO2_owx1KsV9zRF
LPzHtckXenw/viewform

http://www.namf.ca/donate-now.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfz-Hgyxq5yRr5R4kdWwToYHO2_owx1KsV9zRFLPzHtckXenw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfz-Hgyxq5yRr5R4kdWwToYHO2_owx1KsV9zRFLPzHtckXenw/viewform


Please also share this with your friends and family, so we can continue to help all Toronto
residents. Those completing the form will be contacted within 48 hours.

Information: Carmen Ighani, Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator, Agincourt Community
Services Association (ACSA), 416-321-6912 ext. 248.

S.P.Y. - St. Paul’s Youth - Friday Nights, 7 p.m.
Friday fellowships carry on. Information about how to connect is available on the Church
Calendar: www.stpl.ca/events.html 

Parenting Worship - last night - Saturday, May 23
As part of our annual Parenting Series, a Zoom meeting was hosted by our Youth Coordinator
Sarah Mair last evening, with Raquel Brown as she explored the various stages of parenting and
how it evolves from teaching to consulting.   Thank you, Raquel.  Thank you, Sarah.

Morning Prayer
The regular schedule of Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer meets
Monday to Saturday at 7.30 a.m..  All are welcome and may participate by phone or internet. It's
short, simple and quiet, but a proven path and one of the gems in the Anglican tradition. We
follow the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 6. If you want to look ahead, the lessons
from the Old and New Testaments, as well as the Psalm, are taken from The Daily Office
Lectionary and can be found here: https://lectionary.anglican.ca/. 

Here’s the link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088

Here are the phone numbers and ID:  647-374 4685, or 647-558 0588; Meeting ID: 397 231 088

Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom
On May 22, we began a study of the Book of Revelation, a book that is often avoided due to its
coded language and many symbols.  But here’s from the study guide we will follow:  “In fact,
Revelation offers one of the clearest and sharpest visions of God's ultimate purpose for the whole
creation, and of the way in which the powerful forces of evil, at work in a thousand ways, can be
and are being overthrown through the victory of Jesus the Messiah and the consequent costly
victory of his followers.”

Paperback copies or electronic versions of the study guides can be purchased online at Amazon.
Paperback:   Revelation (N. T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides) - Paperback
Kindle:  Revelation (N. T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides) - Kindle 
For those interested, the commentary is also available: Revelation for Everyone
Next week, June 5: Revelation, chapter 3.  In the study guide, Lesson 3.

Here’s the link:
Friday night Bible Study - Revelation, 7.00 pm
Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/830877703
Telephone:  647-374 4685, or 647-558 0588; Meeting ID: 830 877 703

https://www.agincourtcommunityservices.com/
https://www.agincourtcommunityservices.com/
http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
https://lectionary.anglican.ca/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/397231088
https://www.amazon.ca/Revelation-N-T-Wright/dp/0830821996/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588681956&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Revelation-Wright-Everyone-Bible-Guides-ebook/dp/B0090N0J9A/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588681956&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Revelation-Everyone-New-Testament-ebook/dp/B0085CABW2/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=revelation+for+everyone&qid=1588682203&sr=8-1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/830877703


Church Calendar
We have updated the online Church Calendar to list all the events that are available online -
www.stpl.ca/events.html.  It includes:
*Sunday School every Sunday at 10 am, led by Leila and the teachers, with Rob and U3ia.
*A regular Bible study for the Tamil congregation by Zoom every Wednesday at 7.30 pm for a
study of the Gospel of Luke. Pastor Vive is also helping with the study. Please contact Fr. Milton
Solomon directly: (solomon.milton@ymail.com).
*Regular Bible studies and prayer meetings in Chinese organized by Pastor Andrew and Kevin
Zhang.  To participate, contact Pastor Andrew:  shenxunhong@gmail.com 
*The regular Friday Night Small Group and Bible Study.
*Morning Prayer, Monday to Saturday.

The regular events are being listed on the online church Calendar, including the information
about how to phone in or connect by internet.

Extension of the Diocesan Jubilee - Month of June 30
In light of the Covid-19 outbreak and the large financial strain on the parishes, Bishop Andrew
Asbil announced a Jubilee through to the end of May.  On Friday, May 22, it was announced that
the Jubilee has been extended to include the month of June due to the help of the Canada
Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), in place through to the end of August.  During the Jubilee,
parishes will not be required to pay their allotment to the Diocese or to pay the costs of clergy
remuneration (stipend, housing and associated benefits).

The extension of the Jubilee is closely related to the re-opening of the churches for Sunday
services.  It is still unclear when this will be allowed, but plans “are well underway in the
Diocese to develop protocols for congregations to follow to ensure a safe return.”

The May 22 update from Bishop Asbil and Robert Saffrey (Executive Director) can be found
here:  www.toronto.anglican.ca/2020/05/22/letter-to-the-diocese-from-bishop-andrew-and-robert-saffrey/

The assistance from the diocese and federal government has relieved parishes of their diocesan
assessments, clergy stipends and up to 75% of staff wages through to the end of June.  The
CEWS will continue until the end of August.  For this assistance we give thanks, and for the
faithfulness and generosity of the parish.

It is important to remember that the situation is in a state of constant flux right now, one of the
large unknowns being what we will face when and as the emergency measures are lifted. But
these offers of support are of great assistance, and the support of the parish remains strong.

Coronavirus Updates from the Diocese
The Bishop of Toronto, in consultation with the provincial college of Bishops, has chosen to
suspend all public worship and other gatherings in the Diocese until further notice -
www.toronto.anglican.ca. The Diocesan website provides regular updates.

http://www.stpl.ca/events.html
mailto:solomon.milton@ymail.com
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Faithworks Easter Appeal
This year’s campaign is a very special effort as a generous donor has offered a $100,000
matching challenge grant for all new and increased donations. That means for every dollar raised
over last year’s amount, FaithWorks received an extra dollar.  To date, our Easter Appeal has
raised over $60,000 in new or increased donations.   THANK YOU to all who have been so
generous. However, we will only receive the Matching Challenge Grant of $100,000 if we raise
the full $100,000 ourselves. We still have a ways to go. So please help us reach our goal by
making your donation today at our web site www.faithworks.ca.   It's easy to do!

Tax Receipts - have now been mailed.

Brother’s and Sister’s Keepers
If you are willing to be your brother’s or sister’s keeper by being in regular contact with one or
two other persons from the parish, please contact the office or any of the clergy for more
information.

Have you moved?
 If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address, phone number and
e-mail address. We appreciate your help.

Gifts and Offerings
The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and programs presents a large
challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings and fundraising events. 
Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been. Church Envelopes can be sent by
mail. Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving Program (contact the office).
Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps here: www.stpl.ca/give.html

Thank You - through envelopes mailed in, through the Pre-Authorized Giving Program, and
through CanadaHelps on the website, the parish has remained constant and faithful through the
quarantine. Thank you. God bless you.

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
(Psalm 145:4)

Staying in Touch
The clergy of St. Paul's are all in the vicinity. If any one of us can be of service, don't hesitate to
call or write.
Church website: www.stpl.ca 
Church phone: 416-499-1545
Church email: stpl@stpl.ca 
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com 
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352
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