ORDER OF SERVICE
November 1, 2020 - All Saints
INTRODUCTION
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”
Good morning everyone. This is Fr. Dean Mercer and I welcome you as the parish of St. Paul’s
gathers on the Sunday of the Feast of All Saints. Separated physically, we join in spirit, sharing
in the joy of the resurrection of our Lord.
Reading the lessons is Linda Esty. The reflection is offered by The Rev’d Dr. Arthur Boers. The
anthem is performed by Matthew Waterman and David McCartney. And the litany is led by The
Rev’d Chris Miller.
So let us hear Holy Scripture, reflect and pray together, and open our hearts to the Living Word,
Jesus Christ - our risen Saviour and Lord.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, whose people are knit together in one holy Church, the mystical Body of
your Son, grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment,
and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you; through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. AMEN.
LESSONS
First Reading
REVELATION 7:9-17
Reader: A reading from Revelation, chapter 7.
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshipped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." Then one
of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the
Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

READER: From Psalm 34
PSALM 34:1-10, 22
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt his name together.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me out of all my terror.
Look upon him and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.
The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, and he will deliver them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him!
Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, and none will be punished who trust in him.
Second Reading
READER: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 5.
MATTHEW 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."
LITANY (#6)
Litanist: As we gather in God's presence, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy."
For the whole People of God, that each one may be a true and faithful servant of Christ, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those drawing near to the light of faith, that the Lord will bring them to true knowledge of
himself, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our families and friends, that the Lord will give them joy and satisfaction in all that they do,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are lonely, sick, hungry, persecuted, or ignored, that the Lord will comfort and
sustain them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our country, that the Lord will help us to contribute to its true growth and well-being, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the whole human family, that we may live together in justice and peace, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all you have done for us. We thank you for the
splendour of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the
mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care
which surrounds us on every side. We thank you for setting us tasks which demand our best
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. We thank you also
for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his word and the example of
his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through
which he overcame death; for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your
kingdom. Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and
through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER & BLESSING
Leader: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fr. Gordon Byce - Rest in Peace
When I first arrived at St. Paul’s it took a bit of time to figure out the boundaries of this new
responsibility, both seen and unseen. One day, Fr. Gordon called me and invited me to lunch. I
was certain that I had crossed one of the unseen lines and was about to get it. In fact, his purpose
was to encourage me, and to offer his support. With a shared experience in western Canada there
was a special bond. The kindness he showed me that day stands out in my first year at St. Paul’s
and was repeated many times afterwards. (The last contact I had with him was a few weeks ago
when he called me to ask how I was.)
I mention this because yesterday I called Canon Don Bone, the incumbent at St. Paul’s through
the 1970’s, who told me a variation of the same story - from over forty years ago!
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said that in marriage a family forms a link in the generations, from one
generation to the next. With the loss of Fr. Gordon and of Lois Byce in 2017 - we celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary twelve years ago! - we surrender to God one of St. Paul’s golden links,
whose personal touch and kindness has touched so many, with us since 1964, a link in our life
together for over the last half century.
Fr. Gordon died this past Wednesday, October 28, in his 99th year. Funeral arrangements will be
announced once they are available.
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
All Saints Greetings
The Primate of All Canada, Linda Nicholls - and a former curate at St. Paul’s - has offered a
word of hope to the church on the occasion of the Feast of All Saints. Bishop Asbil has brought
this to the attention of us all and you are welcome to view it here: www.anglican.ca
A New AV Team at St. Paul’s
In September St. Paul’s received a grant to purchase equipment for audio and video recording.
The grants were made available from the Diocese of Toronto for churches now having to record
and stream online services and programs due to Covid-19.
However, in making our application, we were also eager to encourage our musicians and our
community music program. Musicians are one of the hardest hit groups in this pandemic. To that
end we proposed recording our musicians in an empty church and according to safety standards
sometime during the week, and then playing the video in church on Sunday morning on our large
screen TV, and adding it to our weekly recorded service. We have done this on the last four
recordings and in church.
In our application, we also proposed adding a new group to our community youth music
program. While the program presently includes a children’s choir, a youth choir, a string
ensemble and a steel band, we would like to add an Audio-Video Team who are trained in
audio/video recording, mixing and production. Nowadays, almost every musical group has need
of these skills. Each skill has unique and specialized requirements. And because of the power of

ordinary home computers, there is a great deal that can be done that was once possible only in
expensive studios.
This idea was inspired by the generosity and encouragement of Ron Royer, the current director of
the Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra and a great friend of our youth music program. He and
his wife Kaye came to Toronto from Hollywood where he was a film score composer and
producer. Kaye is a talented cellist. You can read about him here: www.ronaldroyer.com
This coming Thursday on Zoom, Ron will lead an introduction to AV production for our new
team. Additionally, he has contact with doctoral students at the University of Toronto in AV
engineering. All things being equal, one will be invited to supervise and teach our new AV team.
We have a great group already interested. Say a prayer for them and if you, or someone you
know, has an interest, don’t hesitate to call me (416-497-6352) or write
(deanmercer@hotmail.com). We’d love to have your help as pioneers in this new project at St.
Paul, L’Amoreaux.
Job Opening for a young person (15 -30 years) at ACSA Food Bank
The Food Bank is looking for young people to fill three contract positions at the food bank. If
you are interested, a full description is available (contact Fr. Dean or the office) or contact
Kirsten at ACSA (wkirsten@agincourtcommunityservices.com - no phone calls). The deadline is
this Wednesday, November 4.
S.P.Y. - St. Paul’s Youth - Friday Nights, 7 p.m.
News from S.P.Y. - two weeks ago, Sarah invited Terry Grooms to speak to our young people.
Terry is a former player in the NFL and AFL and a friend of Sarah. What a great night, and more
to come. Thank you, Sarah.
Thanksgiving Food Bank Drive
Please consider a gift to the Agincourt Community Services Food bank during our annual
Thanksgiving food drive. And this note - you can make your financial donation directly by
contacting ACSA, or you can make it through St. Paul’s by using your envelopes and indicating
that it is a "special" offering for "The ACSA foodbank". Doing it through St. Paul’s eliminates
the commission fee for making a donation by credit card as well as contributing to the total gift
from St. Paul's to ACSA.
Faithworks Reminder - A note from Peter Mentis, Director
. . . As we enter the final quarter of this year’s FaithWorks campaign, I’d like to give you a brief
update. To date we have raised $710,000, almost half of this year’s goal of $1,500,000. On a
monthly basis we are ahead of last year by almost 30%. Individual donations to date are
$299,000, up by 42% over all of last year. This increase so far is due to a generous response to
our appeals and the pandemic. Also, the Easter Appeal was conducted online for the first time as
well as by direct mail. Thank God, people want to help!

But we are still short of our 2020 goal of $1.5 million. This final quarter is the season of parish
campaigns. To give us added inspiration to reach our goal a generous donor has offered a
$100,000 matching challenge grant for increases in parish contributions over last year. Will you
be able to help FaithWorks take advantage of the opportunity this matching challenge grant
offers us?
At St. Paul’s, last year’s total was $5850. So far, about $4000 has been raised.
Outreach Walk-a-thon
This year’s annual Outreach Walk-a-thon has been adapted. Walkers were asked:
1) To signup - (call the office or send an email)
2) To collect sponsorships as usual,
3) to complete a 6 kilometer walk on their own (which is the distance of our usual walk),
4) and then to hand in forms, donations and pledges on All Saints Day - Sunday, November 1.
5) And . . . take a picture and send it in (stpl@stpl.ca). We’ll create a collection of all the trails
our walkers walked.
Forms and donations are now being accepted. Most have completed their walks but the pandemic
has caused a few interruptions. Late submissions are still welcome and gratefully received. If
needed, the sponsorship form is available from the office or online: www.stpl.ca/outreach.html
Secondly, start looking ahead for a "Virtual Maytime Melodies Concert" of St. Paul’s musicians,
with proceeds to Outreach.
For more information, contact the office or Kathy.
The Doors of St. Paul’s Have Re-opened
In a series of careful steps, the doors are re-opening and services and programs are being resumed
- starting with Sunday Services. We are working toward the resumption of other services and
programs. However, because the virus remains active, safety guidelines are in effect and all
online services will continue for the foreseeable future.
Four services are offered in the church. Ninety (90) people, which is 30% of capacity, are
allowed in the church proper - main floor and balcony - at any one time. The hall, kitchen and
rooms downstairs remain closed.
Sunday Schedule:
8.00 a.m. (at the church)
10.00 a.m. (at the church)
10.00 a.m. - Sunday School (online - see the church calendar)

1.30 a.m. - English service (online - see the church calendar)
1.00 p.m. (Chinese)
3.45 p.m. (Tamil) - also being streamed.
6.00 p.m. - Evening Prayer (online - see the church calendar)
Morning Prayer will continue to be offered on Zoom, Monday through Saturday, as of September
13th. Sunday School and the Sunday recording will continue to be offered.
Safety Guidelines
St. Paul’s is following the safety guidelines issued by the Diocese of Toronto which can be read
on the Diocesan website
Other Services, Programs and Meetings - Gradually, we plan to resume other services, programs
and meetings, but safely and carefully. Watch for updates and announcements.
Summary - Due to broad cooperation across the country, the safety guidelines ensure that it is
relatively safe to come back to church in the same way that it is now relatively safe to go to the
grocery store, drug store, or hardware store. We are grateful to the Bishops and Diocese for their
guidance. Small steps, but all in the right direction. And, as has been true all along, the situation
remains dynamic. We’ll do our best to keep everyone updated.
Looking for Work - If you’re looking, or know someone who is, here’s the national job site:
www.jobbank.ca
Friday Night Bible Study - on Zoom - Next Friday, November 6. Revelation 16, Lesson 16.
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/830877703
Telephone: 647-374 4685, or 647-558 0588; Meeting ID: 830 877 703
Have you moved? - If you have moved recently, kindly notify the office of your new address,
phone number and e-mail address. We appreciate your help.
Gifts and Offerings - The emergency measures and suspension of all church services and
programs presents a large challenge to churches and charities dependent on regular gatherings
and fundraising events. Your faithful support is as important now as it has ever been. Church
Envelopes can be sent by mail. Members may wish to sign up for the Pre-Authorized Giving
Program (contact the office). Or, gifts can be made online at our website through CanadaHelps
here: www.stpl.ca/give.html. Members who use online banking may now also make E-transfers
(contact the office).
Contact
The clergy of St. Paul’s are all in the vicinity and can visit again, while observing the safety
guidelines of the Diocese of Toronto. If any one of us can be of service, don’t hesitate to call or
write.
Website: www.stpl.ca

Church phone: 416-499-1545;
Email: stpl@stpl.ca
Fr. Dean Mercer: deanmercer@hotmail.com
Rectory phone: 416-497-6352.

